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"Global Health Close to Home: Serving Native 
American Communities " 

 

Objectives: 

 Upon completion of the lecture the attendee will be able to describe 
three common health disparities facing Native American Communities   

 Attendees will be able to articulate the unique features of population 
health and the potential role they can play in addressing the health of a 
community   

 Participants will describe the basic features of the USPHS Indian Health 
Service structure 
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James B. McAuley, MD, MPH, DTM&H, MDiv 
 
Dr. McAuley is an internist and pediatrician as well as an adult and 
pediatric infectious disease specialist. He re-joined CDC in July 2011 as 
a medical officer to support further integration of program and clinical 
activities in PEPFAR Zambia. Prior to being named the CDC Zambia 
Country Director in 2014, he led CDC Zambia’s efforts in two major 
Public-Private initiatives – Saving Mothers Giving Life, and Pink Ribbon 
Red Ribbon. His previous experience has included four years with the 
CDC; first as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer in parasitology, 
then as a TB Medical Officer assigned to Chicago. He has directed TB 
and HIV clinical programs as well as NIH supported research activities. 
He has served as the Medical Director of the Cook County Jail and as 
the Director of Pediatric Infectious Diseases and Program Director for 
the Combined Internal Medicine/Pediatrics Residency Program at Rush 
University in Chicago, where he maintains an appointment as Professor 
of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics. He received his BS, MPH, and MD 
from Northwestern University, and completed residency and fellowship 
training at the University of Chicago. His Diploma in Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene is from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. Dr. 

McAuley has published over 100 scientific manuscripts, abstracts, and book chapters related to HIV, TB, 
parasitology, and general infectious diseases. He has served on the US Department of Health and Human 
Services Pediatric HIV Treatment Guidelines Committee since 2008. 
 
He has worked on several short term projects in Bolivia, Malawi, and Rwanda. He is an ordained 
Presbyterian minister and while in Zambia 2011-16 he taught HIV and the Pastor at Justo Mwale 
Theological Seminary. In addition, he provided care for patients and taught Infectious Disease trainees in 
the MMed program at the University Teaching Hospital in Lusaka Zambia.  
 
Dr. McAuley twice served in Sierra Leone 2014-15 as the CDC Team Lead where he helped direct 60-100 
CDC workers as they sought to contain the Ebola epidemic. 
 
Upon returning from Sierra Leone in June 2015 he reached a new high, when he and his sons summited 
Mt. Kilimanjaro – 19,341 feet. 
 
In 2016 he received the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Global AIDS Program Kellie Elizabeth 
Lartigue-Ndiaye Humanitarian Award for exceptional compassion in carrying out the Global AIDS Program 
mission and in October 2016 was in Chicago to receive the Children’s Place International Place the Hope 
Honoree for his work with vulnerable populations during the Sierra Leone Ebola crisis. 
 
He is married to Amy, also an internist/pediatrician with an MPH who worked at Lawndale Christian Health 
Center for 19 years. They have four children – Miriam (29), Ruth (26), and John (24) and Christopher (21). 
 
After 5 years of service in Zambia as the CDC Country Director Jim left CDC in May 2016 and joined the 
US Indian Health Service. The transition allows Jim and Amy to be closer to family in the US and to continue 
serving amongst underserved populations. Jim is the Clinical Director of the Whiteriver Indian Hospital 
which serves the White Mountain Apache Tribe on the Fort Apache Reservation in Arizona. Amy also works 
for the Indian Health Service and provides primary care to residents of Cibecue, Arizona.  
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