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dear guests,

The Faculty of the Department of Surgery 
at the University of Chicago would like to 
warmly welcome you to the celebration of 
the illustrious academic career of Edwin L. 
Kaplan, MD. This celebration includes a 
one-day symposium featuring nationally 
and internationally renowned speakers fol-
lowed by a black tie reception and dinner. 
Thank you for joining us for what we hope 
will be a memorable experience. 

edwin l. kaplan, md

Dr. Edwin L. Kaplan, an inter-
nationally recognized endocrine 
surgeon, grew up in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and attended un-
dergraduate and medical schools 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Al-
pha Omega Alpha (AOA) Honor Societies. 
After a rotating internship at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in New York City, Ed returned to 
the University of Pennsylvania for a resi-
dency and chief residency in surgery under 
the leadership of Dr. Jonathan Rhoads. He 
then spent a fellowship in endocrine re-
search at the Mayo Clinic with Dr. Claude 
Arnaud where he worked on early studies 
of a calcitonin immunoassay and on the 
purification of parathyroid hormone. In 
1968 he joined Dr. Gerald Peskin, one of 
his former professors at Penn, at Michael 
Reese Hospital in Chicago, and became 
Assistant Professor of Surgery at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. In 1971 he moved to 
the University of Chicago Medical Center 
and has been there since that time. He was 
awarded Professor of Surgery with tenure 
in 1975. 

Dr. Kaplan’s clinical and research efforts 
have focused on endocrine surgery. He was 

a founding member and second President 
of the American Association of Endocrine 
Surgeons (AAES). In 2009 he received the 
AAES Oliver Cope Meritorious Achieve-
ment Award, an honor given to only five 
other surgeons. He has served as Gover-
nor of the American College of Surgeons 
and Head of its Medical Motion Picture 
Committee, President of the Metropoli-
tan Chicago Chapter of the American 

College of Surgeons, President 
of the Chicago Surgical Society, 
Chief of Staff of the University 
of Chicago Medical Center, and 
a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the International Associa-
tion of Endocrine Surgeons. He 
is a member of many prestigious 
surgical societies, including the 

American Surgical Association, the Society 
of University Surgeons, and the Interna-
tional Association of Endocrine Surgeons. 

Dr. Kaplan is the author of over 200 schol-
arly papers and the editor of three books, 
almost entirely devoted to topics related to 
endocrine surgery. He has been Visiting 
Professor at many institutions in the Unit-
ed States and around the world. Many of 
his former fellows hold very prestigious 
positions at important institutions world-
wide. He has been selected nine times as 
a “Favorite Teacher” by students of the 
Pritzker School of Medicine, and recently 
received a “Favorite Teacher Award” by 
the Chief Residents in the Department of 
Surgery at the University of Chicago. He 
has been listed among the Best Doctors of 
America.

His greatest joys and accomplishments, 
however, are his wife, Sara, and his children 
and grandchildren, Dr. Abe, Sharone, Traci, 
Ariel, and Aidan.



description
Endocrine Diseases, from hypothyroidism to Cushing’s syndrome, 
continue to affect a significant percentage of the general population. 
This symposium will educate physicians on topics ranging from 
thyroid cancer, molecular research, video assisted thyroid surgery, 
minimally invasive approaches to parathyroid disorders, medicinal 
modalities for thyroid disease, and adrenal disorders. 

learning objectives

After attending this symposium, participants will be better able to:

1.   Recognize the physiologic and technical challenges associated 
with complex endocrine disorders;

2.   Describe the latest management strategies for the broad array 
of endocrine disorders;

3.   Discuss current research initiatives in the fields of endocrine 
surgery and endocrinology.

accreditation and credit designation

The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine is accredited by 
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) 
to provide continuing medical education for physicians. The University of 
Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine designates each educational activity 
for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits ™. Physicians should 
only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.

Nurses and other Allied Health Care Professionals will be provided with 
a certificate of participation, which may be used for recertification in 
accordance with state nursing board, specialty society, or other professional 
association’s requirements.

location - transportation - parking

This one day symposium will take place at The University of Chicago 
Medical Center: 

The University of Chicago Medical Center
5841 S. Maryland Avenue  
Chicago, IL 60637
Conference Room: P117

We will provide compli-
mentary bus service from 
The Fairmont Hotel to the 
Medical Center. 

bus schedule 

Pick-up from the Fairmont 
Hotel to the University of 
Chicago Medical Center:

Fairmont Motor Entrance (Lower Lake and Columbus)
Level B2 — Boarding/Departure at 6:45 am

Pick-up from the University of Chicago Medical Center to the  
Fairmont Hotel:

5812 S. Ellis Avenue in front of the Surgery Brain Research Institute 
Pavilion (same location as morning drop-off )
Boarding/Departure at 5:00 pm

Please note buses will be departing promptly as scheduled. The University of Chicago is not 

responsible for any related travel costs incurred by participants.
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Clyde Barker, MD
Donald Guthrie Professor of Surgery
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA

Murray Brennan, MD
Vice President for International Programs 
Benno C. Schmidt Chair in Clinical Oncology
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
New York, NY 

Herbert Chen, MD
Vice-Chairman of Research, Department of Surgery  
Professor, Division of General Surgery 
Chief, Section of Endocrine Surgery
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Madison, WI 

Orlo Clark, MD
Professor of Surgery 
University of California 
San Francisco, CA

Gerard Doherty, MD
Norman W. Thompson Professor of Surgery 
Section Head, General Surgery 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, MI 

Stanley Dudrick, MD
Program Director and Associate  
Chairman of Surgery 
Professor of Surgery 
Yale University Medical School 
Westbury, CT

Quan Duh, MD
Professor
University of California  
San Francisco, CA 

Douglas Evans, MD
Donald C. Ausman Family Foundation  
Professor of Surgery 
Chairman of Surgery 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee, WI

Douglas Fraker, MD
Chief of the Division of Endocrine and  
Oncologic Surgery
University of Pennsylvania  
Philadelphia, PA 

Clive Grant, MD
Professor of Surgery 
Vice Chair Department of Surgery
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN 

Jean-Francois Henry, MD
Marseilles, France

R. Scott Jones, MD
S. Hurt Watts Professor
University of Virginia 
North Garden, VA

Paolo Miccoli, MD
Pisa, Italy

John Monchik, MD
Rhode Island Hospital
Brown University 
Providence, RI 

Ashok Shaha, MD
Professor of Surgery
Cornell University Medical College
Chief, Head and Neck Service 
E.W. Strong Chair in Head and Neck Oncology
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
New York, NY

Sonia Sugg, MD
Associate Professor 
Division of Surgical Oncology and Endocrine Surgery, 
Department of Surgery 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
Iowa City, IA 

Norman Thompson, MD
Chief, Division of Endocrine Surgery 
Henry King Ransom Professor of Surgery
University of Michigan  
Ann Arbor, MI

Robert Udelsman, MD
Chairman of Surgery 
Department of Surgery 
Yale University Medical School 
Westbury, CT 

Jon A. van Heerden, MD
Professor of Surgery 
Fred C. Andersen Professor
Mayo Medical School, Mayo Foundation  
Rochester, MN 

Samuel Wells, Jr., MD
Director, Thyroid Oncology Clinic 
Center for Cancer Research
National Cancer Institute, NIH 
Bethesda, MD

Stuart Wilson, MD
Professor and Chief 
Division of Pancreatobiliary/Endocrine Surgery
Medical College of Wisconsin  
Milwaukee, WI

Martha Zeiger, MD
Professor of Surgery & Oncology 
Chief, Endocrine Surgery Co-Director Basic and  
Translational Research
Johns Hopkins Medicine   
Baltimore, MD 

guest faculty

directions and parking

Discounted Parking will be validated onsite, please bring your ticket with you. 
The discount parking is for valet parking or hospital garage parking.

For directions and additional information, please visit: 
http://www.uchospitals.edu/visitor/directions/index.html

hotel accommodations 

The Fairmont Chicago, Millennium Park 
200 North Columbus Drive
Chicago, IL 60601

A block of rooms have been reserved at the special group rate of $179.00 per 
night plus tax (single or double occupancy). There are a limited number of 
rooms available at this preferred rate; we suggest you make your reservations 
early as these rooms will sell out. Please call the hotel direct at 800-526-2008 
and indicate that you are with The University of Chicago Group. 

For further information about the Fairmont, please visit their website at: 
www.fairmont.com

reception and dinner, 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm

Mid-America Club – Aon Center  
200 East Randolph Street 
Chicago, IL 60601-7700 
(312) 861-1100
For your convenience, valet parking 
is available across the street at the 
Fairmont Hotel.

The reception will start at 7:00 pm 
followed by a brief presentation 
and dinner at 8:00 pm. We suggest 
you arrive by 6:30 pm to allow for 
check-in and security procedures. Please be prepared to present appropriate 
identification. 

The Mid-America Club is easily accessible via a direct walkway from The 
Fairmont Chicago Hotel. For additional information and directions to the 
Mid-America Club, please visit their website at: www.clubcorp.com
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Edwin L. Kaplan Festschrift

 7:30 – 8:00 am CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

 8:00 – 8:05 am Welcome Mitchell C. Posner, MD

 8:05 – 8:15 am  Department of Surgery 
Introduction Jeffrey B. Matthews, MD

 8:15 – 8:25 am  History of Endocrinology/ 
Endocrine Surgery at the  
University of Chicago Peter Angelos, MD, PhD

 Session I  Edwin L. Kaplan:  
The Surgeon, Mentor,  Clyde Barker, MD
Colleague and Friend & Doug Fraker, MD

 8:30 – 8:45 am  University of Pennsylvania  
Years – Medical School Stanley Dudrick, MD

 8:45 – 9:00 am  University of Pennsylvania  
Years – Surgical Residency R. Scott Jones, MD

 9:00 – 9:15 am  The Thyroid Clinic,  
Ed Kaplan, and Research  
on Thyroid Cancer Leslie J. DeGroot, MD

 9:15 – 9:30 am  University of Chicago-Surgical  
Colleague’s Perspective  John Alverdy, MD

 9:30 – 9:45 am  University of Chicago-Former  
Resident’s Perspective Raphael C. Lee, MD, ScD, DSc (Hon)

 9:45 – 10:00 am  Dr. Kaplan: Resident Educator  
and Advocate John Hyngstrom, MD

 10:00 – 10:20 am COFFEE/REFRESHMENTS BREAK

 Session II  Endocrine – Thyroid/  Sonia Sugg, MD & 
Parathyroid Ashok Shaha, MD

 10:20 – 10:35 am  Thyroid Cancer:  
Dr. Edwin L. Kaplan’s  
Contribution Orlo Clark, MD

 10:35 – 10:50 am  Video-assisted  
Thyroid Surgery Paolo Miccoli, MD

Emily Ahmed, MD 
Resident in Surgery 
Department of Surgery 

John Alverdy, MD
Sarah and Harold Lincoln Thompson Professor 
Executive Vice Chair, Department of Surgery  
Director Minimally Invasive Surgery

Peter Angelos, MD, PhD
Professor of Surgery 
Chief, Endocrine Surgery 
Associate Director, MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics

Leslie J. DeGroot, MD
Professor Emeritus, Endocrinology 
Departments of Medicine and Radiology

John Hyngstrom, MD
Administrative Chief Resident in Surgery 
Department of Surgery

Raphael C. Lee, MD, ScD, DSc (Hon)
Paul and Allene Russell Professor of Surgery (Plastic) 
Professor of Medicine 
Professor of Organismal Biology and Anatomy

Jeffrey B. Matthews, MD
Dallas B. Phemister Professor of Surgery 
Surgeon-in-Chief and Chairman, Department of Surgery 
Dean for Clinical Affairs, Biological Sciences Division

Mitchell C. Posner, MD 
Thomas D. Jones Professor of Surgery 
Vice Chairman, Department of Surgery  
Chief, Section of General Surgery and Surgical Oncology

Lisa Spiguel, MD
Resident in Surgery 
Department of Surgery 

Roy E. Weiss, MD, PhD
Rabbi Morris I. Esformes Professor of Medicine  
Interim Chairman, Department of Medicine 
Chief of Adult and Pediatric Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism

faculty disclosure 

It is the policy of the University of Chicago to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific 
rigor in all its individually sponsored or jointly sponsored educational activities.  Individuals who are in 
a position to control the content of this educational activity are required to disclose all relevant financial 
relationships with any commercial interest related to the subject matter of the educational activity.  
Mechanisms to ensure that presentations are free from commercial bias are in place.  Faculty will also 
disclose any off-label and/or investigational use of pharmaceuticals or instruments discussed in their 
presentation.  Full disclosure of this information will be published in the activity materials. 

university of chicago faculty



 10:50– 11:05 am  Minimally Invasive Approaches  
to Parathyroid Glands Jean-Francois Henry, MD

 11:05 – 11:20 am Familial Thyroid Cancer Sam Wells, Jr., MD

 11:20 – 11:35 am  Genetic Basis of Goiter:  
Why Every Goiter Doesn’t  
Need Surgery Roy E. Weiss, MD, PhD

 11:35 – 11:55 am  Is Prophylactic Central Node  
Dissection Necessary For Low 
Risk Papillary Thyroid Cancer Jack Monchik, MD

 12:00 – 12:45 pm LUNCH BREAK

 Session III  Endocrine – Adrenal/ Doug Evans, MD &
Neuroendocrine Disorders Norman Thompson, MD

 1:00 – 1:15 pm  Evolution of Localization  
for Insulinoma  Clive Grant, MD

 1:15 – 1:30 pm  Connell’s Fundusectomy and 
Zollinger’s “Dream”  
Ulcer Operation:  
The Untold ZE Story Stuart Wilson, MD

 1:30 – 1:45 pm The Wheelock Story Jon A. van Heerden, MD

 1:45 – 2:00 pm  MIS Approaches to Adrenal  
Gland Disorders Quan Duh, MD

 2:00 – 2:25 pm COFFEE BREAK

 Session IV  Research/Clinical Case  Murray Brennan, MD
Presentations & Robert Udelsman, MD

 2:30 – 2:45 pm  Notch1 and Carcinoid: From  
the Bench to the Bedside Herbert Chen, MD

 2:45 – 3:00 pm  Molecular Solutions to  
Thyroid Problems Martha Zeiger, MD

 3:00 – 3:15 pm  Regenerative Therapy for 
Hypoparathyroidism Gerry Doherty, MD

 3:15 – 4:00 pm Resident Case Presentations  Emily Ahmed, MD 
& Lisa Spiguel, MD

 Closing Remarks/Reflections  Edwin L.Kaplan, MD




